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WID YN DRI - who will seout he Land of Cangen, Why was 1t necessary to send the

[ spies at all? Whar were they supposed o do? What report did Moses expect from them? The report

they brought was actually the truth. Why then. were they severely punished? We understand the

horrible sin of the Golden Caif. but whaat was the sin of the spies?
The spies’ mission was not 10 spy. lerigel. but rather laswr es ha'mvez. to scout the land. Leragel
b means spving to idenify the military weak spots in the defense system of a potential enemy. joseph

accuses his brothers of being spies: Meraglim atem, You are spies; you have come te see the nakedness

of the land (Gen. 42:9). Nothing of that sort was entrusted 10 the twelve scouts. Their assignment,

spelled out by Moses, was 1o search and explore, to scout. It was not militarv intelligénce but a

(-D stud_'_zrmsswn. They were to see the land (verse 18), and after their retumn they were to submit a
{f number of reports. One was a demographic report: Are the pecple strong or weak, few or many?

No N The other was an agricultural study: s the soil rich or poor (verse 20)?
J\ Moses needed no military intelligence when the Jews left Ecvpt, and he needed none here.
) 2 Moses knew very well that the entry to the Land of Israel would be accompanied by miracles, as
? was the Exodus. There was no need 1o send spies to collect intelligence data. Instead. Moses acted

( A in accordance with, the principle that one must not propose 1o, let alone wed, a woman he does
not know, no matter how highly recommended (Kiddushin 41a). The Bible tells us, And the servant
told Isammhings that he had done, And Isaac brought her to the tent of Sarah his mother, and he
took Rebecca, and she became his wife (Gen. 24:66-67) Notwithstanding the servant’s portrayal of
Rebecca’s wisdom, intelligence, hospitality, and kindness, Isaac did not take her for a wife immedi-

9_) ately. As Rashi interprets the verses (24:67, s.v. ha'shelah), Isaac brought her into Sarah’s tent before
marrying her io see if she was a worthy successor to Sarah. Would she restore the glory and the
pristine beauty of Sarah’s tent? Isaac waited to see if the same cloud would return o the tent, if the
yeast in the dough would rise, if the candle would be relit. When Isaac saw that all had returned, he
married Rebecca. Eliezer was trustworthy, devoted, and loyal, but still, Isaac did not wed Rebecca

w until he became convinced that she was the equal of Sarah.

Manriage is not an ordinary transaction. It is not just a civil commitment or 2 rundane pasi-
neyship. It is an existential commitinent, a covenantal union. Two lonely people join their souls.
Two strangers decide to unite their destimies, to share the same fate, to suffer and rejoice together,
to,travel together and pay the toll of the road jointly. When one takes on such an all-inclusive, all-

3‘ encompassing commitment, one cannot trust anybody, no matter how loyal and trustworthy the
other person might be.

The jews at this time were ready o march to the Promised Land. The entry into the Land of
Israel, we have 1o understand, was not Jjust a physical act of crossing the Jordan River It was 2

marriage between a people and a land, a union of the rocky hills and the sandy trails with a peopie
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36 returning 1o its origin, The entry signified the destinyof a people united with the desuny of aland.

Consequently. the people could not just enter the land without meeting it first. They knew it
was a band of milk and RSHEY, BUL (heT Had 10 experience it and get acquamted with it before they
became united. That is why, a short time before the planned entry into the Promised Land, Moses
sentexplorers to study the land-—not to gather intelligence data, which was completely unnecessary.

\u He sent the would-be groom to meet and to see the would-be bride. (Vision and Leadership, pp. 181-182)
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